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 Up, up and away...it goes…Week of 2/22/10 
 

Market Comments from 
Northeast Resource Recovery Association 

 
 

Not a huge amount to report this week besides continued upward movement in the price of cardboard.  Up, up and 
away….it goes.  Domestic buyers seem to be leading the pack right now with export markets still not out of their 
shell following the Chinese New Year, a period of time when export orders tend to fall off.  However, I would 
expect, in due time, whether it is this week or next, the export market is going to rear its head and drive prices even 
higher.  The question is then; will domestic buyers chase or say enough is enough?  I mean prices are going up so 
rapidly, at what point will buyers take a breather? 
 
Oh, also…Next time you want to ship out a load of baled #8 News, see if you can send some digital pictures in 
first.  Or do it now so you don’t forget.  The reason I say this is we are having a lot of luck diverting loads to 
insulation companies which is netting about $10 per ton higher right now.  Regular loads are at $97.50 per ton 
(which is a great price in its own right) but loads that can go to insulators are around $107.50 per ton.  DRY is the 
key word for these loads though…….. 
 
Plastic prices remain healthy as well with continued interest in that guy PETE.  Let me know if you’ve seen 
him…… 
 
Scrap prices are beginning to change course and rise back up yet again in line with the other commodities.  
Containerized/Delivered material is back to $165/gross ton at New Hampshire yards, with picked up pricing rising 
as well…  Speaking of, I was reading something this AM which was forecasting fairly quick short term increases in 
the price of scrap on the east coast due to the supply problems brought on by all the bad weather down around D.C.  
My dad lives down there and you should hear him describe it….he doesn’t use the word bad. Ha!  Anyway, expect 
further price increases??? 
 
Steel can loads remain at $219/gt for heavy 40,000 lb, one-stop loads.  It feels like I have done a lot of steel loads 
lately so the State of NH may have very few bales sitting around but if you do, let us know.   
 
Aluminum cans are last but not least.  They are in kind of a mix right now in terms of pricing following a surprise 
drop near the beginning of the month.  Local options like the Schnitzer yards dipped this week but national buyers 
of full baled loads ticked up 1.5 cents per lb.  If I was sitting on some, I think I would wait a week before I shipped 
‘em out… 
 
Well….. 
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